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Cl-[aja}oy Fourth cf ju(y.’

America is celebrating her 236th birthday! Our unprecedented freedom was the result of specific ideas,
many of which were drawn directly from the Bible. In fact, at the 150th anniversary celebration of the
Declaration of Independence, President Calvin Coolidge affirmed;

No one can examine this record and escape the conclusion that in the great outline of its principles the
Declaration was the result of the religious teachings of the preceding period. . . . They are found in the texts,
the sermons, and the writings of the early colonial clergy who were earnestly undertaking to instruct their
congregations in the great mystery of how to live. . . . Placing every man on a plane where he acknowledged no



superiors, where no one possessed any right to rule over him, he must inevitably choose his own rulers through
a system of self-government.1

On the 200%™ anniversary, President Gerald Ford also affirmed its Biblical roots:

Our Bicentennial is the happy birthday of all fifty States, a commonwealth, and self-governing territories. It is
not just a celebration for the original Thirteen Colonies. . . . The earliest English settlers carried the Bible and
Blackstone’s Commentary. . . . [and] American families in prairie schooners like these took with them on the
overland trails the principles of equality and the God-given rights of the Declaration of Independence.2

As we celebrate our 236%™ birthday, let’s make sure we preserve our memory of these unique governing
principles. Here are three simple things you and your family can do:

1. Read the Declaration of Independence. It is both a pleasurable and a rewarding experience that should
be enjoyed by every citizen. The Declaration is a deep, rich document, giving the twenty-seven reasons
that America was birthed, and also setting forth in its first 155 words the six immutable principles of
American government — the six principles on which the Founders later erected the Constitution of the
United States — the six principles that still produce American Exceptionalism today.

2. Learn something new about those who wrote the Declaration. Look at the names of the fifty-six
signers; find one you don’t know — perhaps one you’ve never heard of before, and look him up and
read a short bio about him (perhaps from sites such as Colonial Hall) or get a copy of Lives of the
Signers, so that you can have a short bio about each one of the signers. In short, rediscover a new
Founder.

3. John Adams said that Independence Day “ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance by
solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with
shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations from one end of this continent to the
other, from this time forward forevermore.” So enjoy the fireworks and parades and celebration — but
also make sure to honor and thank God — make it a day celebrated “with solemn acts of devotion to
God Almighty.”3

Happy Birthday America! May God continue to shed His grace on Thee!
[1] Calvin Coolidge: “Address at the Celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence,

Philadelphia, Pa.,” American Presidency Project, July 5, 1926
(at: https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=408).

[2] Gerald R. Ford: “Remarks in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania,” American Presidency Project, July 4, 1976
(at: https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=6181).

[3] John Adams, The Works of John Adams, Second President of the United States, Charles Francis Adams,
editor (Boston: Little, Brown and Co.,1856), Vol. 1, p. 232.



Be Bold, Be Courageous

Now when [the religious leaders] saw the
boldness of Peter and John, and perceived
that they were uneducated and untrained
men, they marveled. And they realized that
they had been with Jesus. Acts 4:13

pen Doors, a ministry to the

persecuted Church worldwide, says
that on average every month 255 Christians
are killed, 104 are abducted, 180 Christian
women are raped, harassed, or forced into
marriage, 66 churches are attacked, and
160 Christians are imprisoned without

trial.!

RECOMMENDED READING
How is it that 1 Peter 2:19-23
those who

persecute Christians know whom to target?
It’s because the Christians are living lives
that testify to their faith in Jesus Christ.
They are not afraid of persecution. Instead,
they manifest courage and boldness in
their walk with the Lord. When they

are persecuted, they do what Jesus did:
“[He] committed Himself to Him who
judges righteously” (1 Peter 2:23). Peter
and John, in first-century Jerusalem, did
the same thing. When persecuted by the
religious leaders, they stood firm. It was
their boldness and courage that caused the
leaders to “marvel” and recognize their
connection to Jesus.

In faith and practice, always imitate Jesus—
especially when your faith is opposed by
others.

Turning Point

Persecution is like the goldsmith’s hallmark
on real silver and gold; it is one of the marks
of a converted man.

J. C. Ryle
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“Hear that? People in heaven have
ever-laughing life.”
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Please note that | have adjusted the Goodies Balance. The increase is because I included the Pins and Patches that
Mike has for members in Goodies and should not have. Also, the patches that were returned by the Servant
Riders was added back into the Goodies balance.

MJM OPERATING ACCOUNT — APRIL ENDING BALANCE $8,781.36
MAY DEPOSITS

DUES (ELECTRONIC TRANSFER) 25.00
DONATIONS 1,000.00
BANK TRANSFER FEE (.50) $1,024.50
MAY EXPENSES
SERVANT RIDERS $300.00
(RETURNED BACK PATCHES)
KY ANNUAL REPORT FEE 15.00
MAY ENDING BALANCE *** $9,200.86

*%% 2,254.68 GOODIES ***
6,946.18 MJM OPERATING

MJM LIFETIME SAVINGS ACCOUNT - APRIL ENDING BALANCE $6,955.23
MAY INTEREST $.12

MAY ENDING BALANCE $6,955.35

Thanks, and | hope you have a great day!
Linda Hawkins

VEMICE d
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| SEVEN DAYS WITHOUT

1 AYS WITHOUT
flesie PRAVER 8
' MAKES ONE WEAK

July 2019 Voice Newsletter Report

Years of Service

WC "Santo" Landerer 16 Lane Goble
Cindy Landerer 16 Amber Goble 1



Michael Fields

Cindy Landerer
Donna Krebs
James Garrett

Merida Beck
Thomas Arndt
Fred McClincy

Jason and April Mae
Daniel and Linda
Kenneth and Geralyn
Thomas and Joyce

7/5
7/7
7/15
7/16
7/16
7/18
7/23

Litchfield
Shinners
Hedden
Arndt

New members for May 2019

Merida Beck

God Bless

Respectfully Submitted By: Michael Fields, National Membership Secretary

PA

Birthdays

Kenneth  Hedden
Lane Goble
Linda Shinners
Kelsey Daybell
Shirley Lemaster
Ryan Hirsch
Chris A. Tague
Anniversaries

7/4 Steven and Pamela

7/9 Richard and Deborah

7/18 Philip and Belva

7/22

5/16

The best
vitamin for a
Christian is B1.
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7/26
7/26
7/27
7/28
7/29
7/31

Viar
O'Donnell
Guica
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7/26
7/27



